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The Need for this Project 
 
American-led success during World War II spawned the opportunity to proactively restore economic 
vitality in much of Western Europe.  The United States contributed significantly, including through the 
Marshall Plan – for which the Committee for Economic Development had a creative, leading role. 
 
Today, in America itself, attractive images of peace and prosperity conceal an ever-growing mesh of 
complexity.  Individuals, enterprises, and other institutions must cope with the ever-finer splitting of hairs 
– hairs the increasingly permeate the “fabric of society.”  Today, no living person other than an expatriate 
escapes the mesh – 

 The growing complexity of laws, procedural regulations, bureaucracies, and taxation – and, with this 
intricacy, the needs to engage for seemingly indispensable “expert middlemen,” including agents, 
brokers, lawyers, and consultants; 

 Currently or soon-to-be inadequate transportation and energy infrastructure; and 

 The unintended consequences of seemingly well-intended actions and programs in areas such as 
healthcare. 

 
The warning signs run a gamut from personal disaffection to national inability to confront 
significant challenges. 
 
Americans can and must do better – now – before it is too late. 
 
The Committee for Economic Development has the pivotal opportunity to alert the entire nation – 
including but certainly not limited to public policy leaders – to the opportunity for a domestic 
Marshall Plan for restoring an environment conducive to corporate competitiveness and 
citizenship, as well as individual opportunity and quality of life. 
 
CED can take a crucial step mow to promote awareness and can follow on with recommendations to help 
the country evaluate, embrace, and enact measures to restore liberty and promote reasonable 
governance.  Indeed, much of CED’s current work addresses aspects of this domestic Marshall Plan, 
without adequately calling attention to the overall need and opportunity. 
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Action 
 
CED will build American awareness of the need for national action by producing and propagating 
a report documenting the burdens – to corporations and other entities – imposed by the mesh of 
complexity. 
 
The report will estimate impacts experienced by corporations, non-corporate enterprises, public-
sector service-providers, charities, community organizations, and individuals, including 
1. Quantitative impacts – top line, bottom line, shareholder value, wasted time, and so forth – and 
2. Qualitative impacts – including lost opportunities for corporate citizenship, disaffection with 
societal institutions, lost “quality of life” opportunities, and so forth. 
 
The report and project to develop it will constitute a vital first step for America and need not be 
exhaustively thorough – either in the scope of topics discussed or in the depth to which topics are 
covered.  The project’s goals can simply be: 

 Promoting national awareness of the problem. 

 Providing a vital, forward-looking vision – Simplifying the Rules of American Society. 
 
America also needs to take next steps – analyzing alternatives, acting on good suggestions, and 
achieving a more sustainable, enjoyable society. 
 
CED can play a pivotal part in these steps also.  We can recommend and support alternatives – 
some of which we have already published, some of which will result from on-going work, and 
others of which will arise directly from this domestic Marshall Plan project. 
 


